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We define homework as any activity that pupils undertake outside of school lesson time,
either on their own or with the support of family members. At Biggin Hill Primary School we
have a strong commitment to parental involvement and see homework as one way of
developing this partnership.

Why give homework?
● It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning;
● It can encourage reading for pleasure and foster a love of reading
● It can be an opportunity to reinforce basic skills that are taught and practised at

school such as times tables, doubling facts, addition sums, spellings, handwriting and
other key facts;

● It can be an opportunity to further engage children in wider curriculum topics -
fostering our value of “Discovery”

● It helps to foster good habits of organisation and self discipline in preparation for the
demands of Secondary School.

● It can inform parents about work going on in class

Homework at our school
Whilst we support all of the above key principles, Biggin Hill Primary School is not a school
at which homework dominates home and school life. We accept that not every activity will
capture children and parents’ imagination and that weekends can sometimes be busy. We
believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it
becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching
and learning. We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring
individual children and families to set their own routines. Individual teachers are happy to
give advice. We hope the children are motivated by positive incentives such as maths
badges, showcasing Discovery homework, Discovery homework certificates and by the
tasks themselves;
Incomplete homework does not result in a formal consequence, however homework
engagement is monitored by class teachers and may be discussed with parents and carers.

How homework is set at BHPS
● Homework will be set on the Google classroom but it will also be sent home on paper

at the start of every half term.
● Children will all be given a homework book so that they have somewhere to practise

their spellings and maths challenges - we do not expect these books to be handed in,
rather they are so that children have one place to practise their basic skills at home.

● Homework will be primarily basic skills practice - there will be weekly spellings and
these will be tested on a Monday (there are no spelling tests in reception). Spellings
will be appropriate for the ability of the child - if parents/carers have any concerns
that spellings are too easy or too hard, we would ask that this is discussed with the
child’s class teacher.

● Maths homework will be based around practising for the maths challenges, maths
challenges will be on a Monday. If the maths challenges are causing concern for a
child, we would ask that this is discussed with the child’s class teacher. Children are
encouraged to practise their times tables daily at home using Times Table Rockstars.
Daily practice will develop speed, fluency and accuracy and will support pupils in
tackling more challenging problems.

● There will also be an optional piece of Discovery homework each half term. The
Discovery homework will be based on a topic that is being covered that half term.
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There will be a set date to hand this in at the end of the half term. This date will be
posted on the Google classroom and on the paper version that will be sent home at
the start of the half term. The date will be the same across the whole school and
certificates will be handed out to those children who have made a special effort.
There will be some suggestions about how this homework may be approached but it
will also allow for some creativity.

● We encourage reading at home for pleasure as it sets pupils up for success later in
life and helps them to access all areas of the curriculum
Children should either read to an adult or be read to by an adult every day.

● Children who read phonics based books should bring their books in for changing as
often as possible.

● Free readers should bring their reading records every Monday to be acknowledged
and signed by class teachers.

Year Group Spelling Maths Reading Discovery

Reception 2/5 tricky or high
frequency words to
learn a week as and
when the children are
ready - no test.

Number formation
activities and red
maths challenge as
and when children are
ready.

Reading at home
every day.
Parents/carers
reading to their child
and/or child reading to
parents/carers.
Recorded in reading
record.

We will be introducing the
ESC (Education for
Sustainable Citizenship)
passport to children later on
in the term.

Year 1 5 tricky words to learn
a week - test on a
Monday.

Maths Challenge
Practice - children to
practise for their
maths challenges -
challenges set on a
Monday.

Discovery Homework.
Every half term the class
topic will be posted onto the
Google Classroom -
children can research an
aspect of that topic and
produce a piece of work
linked to that topic. Every
half term children will be
invited to bring this work in
and there will be a
celebration of homework -
children will be awarded
with special
stickers/certificates for effort
and achievement.

Year 2 5 spelling words from
Y2 list - test on a
Monday.

Child reads to
parents/carers every
day. Recorded in
reading record.

Year 3 5 spelling words from
Y3/4 list - test on a
Monday.

Year 4 5 spelling words from
Y3/4 list - test on a
Monday.

Child reads to
parents/carers or
independently every
day. Recorded in
reading record and
reading record
brought in every
Monday to be
acknowledged by
class teacher.

Year 5 5 spelling words from
Y5/6 list - test on a
Monday.

Child reads
independently every
day. Child records
what they have read
in their reading record
and this is signed by
an adult. Reading
records are brought in
every Monday to be
acknowledged by the
class teacher.

Year 6 5 spelling words from
Y5/6 list - test on a
Monday.

In order to prepare for the SATs tests, Year 6 will be given weekly revision tasks for reading,
GPS and arithmetic. These tasks should take no longer than 5 minutes each to complete.
Tasks will be posted on Google Classroom each week and completed tasks will be marked
by class teachers and sent home with pupils to review.
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A Year 6 Revision drive has been created to provide pupils with additional revision materials
to complete at home. This drive is updated regularly by class teachers with new materials.
While the revision tasks set are optional, we hope pupils in Year 6 will be motivated by the
use of team points, praise and additional rewards in school.

It is our policy not to give homework over the holidays and half term breaks. The exception
to this may be where the parent/carer and teacher agree extra work would be beneficial.
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